PACIFISM  AND  VIOLENCE
But the pacifist, like all bourgeois theoreticians, is
obsessed with the lazy lust of the absolute. * Give me,'
they all cry,' absolute truth, absolute justice, some mla-
of-thumb standard by which I can evade the strenuous
task of finding the features of reality by intimate contact
with it in action. Give me some logical talisman, some
philosopher's stone, by which I can test all acts in theory
and say, this is right. Give me some principle such as,
Violence is wrong, so that I can simply refrain from all
violent action and know that I am right/ But the only
absolute they find is the standard of bourgeois economy.
* Abstain from social action.5 Standards are made, not
found.
Man cannot live without acting. Even to cease to
act, to let things go their own way, is a form of acting,
as when I drop a stone that perhaps starts an avalanche.
And since man is always acting, he is always exerting
force, always altering or maintaining the position of
things, always revolutionary or conservative. Existence
is the exercise of force on the physical environment and
on other men. The web of physical and social relations
that binds men into one universe ensures that nothing
-we do is without its effect on others, whether we vote
or cease to vote, whether we help the police or let
them go their way, whether we let two combatants
fight or separate them forcibly or assist one against the
other, whether we let a man starve to death or move
heaven and earth to assist him. Man can never rest on
the absolute; all acts involve consequences* and it is
man's task to find out these consequences, and act
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